Dermal Merkel cells in the nevus of Ota and leopard syndrome.
We observed dermal Merkel cells around vellus hair follicles in one patient with nevus of Ota and one with leopard syndrome. These Merkel cells were in contact with Schwann cells and nerve endings in the dermis. The question of whether or not Merkel cells exist normally in adult dermis remains unanswered. However, their presence in these abnormal conditions suggests that normally they do occur in the dermis but go undetected because their numbers are so few or they are in a form not readily identifiable by currently available methods.